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XCVII. A further Account of the Cafe of 
the Family at Wattifham, in Suffolk, whofe 
Limbs mortified; In a Letter from Charl- 
ton Wolkfton, M. D. F. R. S. andPhy- 
fcian to Guy's Hofpital, to Thomas Birch, 
D. D. Secretary to the Royal Society. 

Dear Sir, Pall-Mall, OS. 29, 1762. 

lead Nov. 1 1, TT""\ R. Heberden fome time fince com- 
ijb-i, y^j municated a letter from me, giv- 
ing an account of a moft remarkable mortification of 
the limbs, which had affedted a whole family in Suf- 
folk. As the fociety may be curious to know fome 
farther particulars relating to this Angular calamity, I 
thought it might not be improper to acquaint them, 
that moft of the unhappy fufferers have furvived it. 

The father is perfectly recovered j except that the 
two fingers, which were particularly affected, remain 
in fome degree contracted. 

The mother is ftill alive. In my former account 
dated April 13, I mentioned, that one of her 
feet had feparated at the ankle; and that the 
other leg was perfectly fphacelated to within a few 
inches of the knee, but not then taken off. Some 
little time afterwards the hufband broke off the tibia, 
which was quite decayed, about three inches below 
the knee : the fibula was not decayed ; fo the furge- 
on fawed it off. The ftumps of both legs ftill con- 
tinue unhealed ; and as the ends of the bones in both 
of them ieem to be cariofe, and the woman will not 
confent to any farther operation, they may perhaps 

never 



1 585 3 

never heal. The mortification however has not, in 
this limb, nor indeed in any one of thefe cafes, fpread 
beyond the original feparation. Her right arm is 
confiderably wafted, and the fingers contracted. 

The eldeft girl, Mary, died within a few weeks 
after I faw her. 

The fecond girl, Elizabeth, is perfe&ly well : the 
feres quite healed. 

The third girl, Sarah, is not yet well. Her foot 
Jfeparated at the articulation of the os fcaphoides with 
the aftragalus. The os caicis, and aftragalus, are 
both of them cariofe, and probably keep 'die wound 
from healing. 

The two boys are perfectly recovered j and ieem 
in every refpecl: as healthy as pofllble. 

I have taken all the pains I could to enquire into 
the caufe of to remarkable a diforder y and Mr. Bones, 
the mimfter of the village, who knew the family 
before this misfortune happened to them, and has 
ever fince been indefatigable in his attention and ten- 
dernefs to them, has alfo made all the enquiry in his 
power : but we have not been able to find, that there 
was any thing particular either in their diet or man- 
ner of life, to which it could be attributed. The 
corn, with which they made their bread, was certainly 
very bad : it was wheat, that had been cut m a rainy 
feafon, and had lain on the ground till many of the 
grains were black and 'totally decayed; but many 
other poor families in the fame village made ufeof 
the fame corn without receiving any injury from it. 
One man loft the ufe of his arm for fome time $ and 
ftill imagines himfelf, that he was affli&ed with the 
fame diforder as Downing's family : but, by what I 
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could learn from him, there feemed to be no reafbn. 
for this fuppofition^ He is long fince perfe&ly reco- 
vered*. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

Mofl: humble fervant,, 

Charlton, Wollafton* 



XGVII1. Qbfervatiom on the Tides in the 
I/land of St. Helena : in a Letter from the 
Rev. Nevii Mafkelyne, A. M. K R. S. to 
Thomas Birch, D. D. Secretary to the 
Royal Society. 

Reverend Sir, 
Read Nov. 1 8, 1L TO T having met with any obferva- 
17 JL^4 tians of the tides made in a place 

fo near the line as this>. or at an ifland fituated in the 
middle of fo large an oceans I was defirous of mak- 
ing feme experiments on this fubjedt. For this pur- 
pofe I had a poll: about to foot long creeled in a con- 
venient place in the harbour before James's fort, 
which was the propereft fituation that could be found, 
being to the leeward part of the ifland, where mips 
may ride at anchor fafely all the year round. 

One fide of it was painted black, over which white 

ilrokes were painted at the diftance of 3 inches, 

1 . . * which. 



